
Whereas, 2017 marks the 2nd year Kentuckians will celebrate the Bible’s impact on American culture by 

teams taking shifts in the Bible Reading Marathon in each county during the first four days of 2017, and  

Whereas, President George Washington said, ‘It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God 

and the Bible’, and 

Whereas, Noah Webster who authored the first dictionary in America, said ‘Education is useless without 

the Bible’; and 

Whereas, after President Abraham Lincoln was presented a Bible on September 7, 1864 by the Loyal 

Colored People of Baltimore, he replied, ‘The Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man’; and 

Whereas, John Jay, first Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, proclaimed: ‘The Bible is the best of all 

books, for it is the Word of God and teaches us the way to be happy in this world and in the next. ; and 

Whereas, President Calvin Coolidge said, ‘The foundations of our society and our government rest so 

much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult to support them if faith in these teachings 

would cease to be practically universal in our country’; and  

Whereas, President Harry S. Truman said, ‘The fundamental basis of this Nation’s law was given to 

Moses on the Mount. The fundamental basis of our Bill of Rights comes from the teachings which we get 

from Exodus and St. Matthew, from Isaiah and St. Paul.’ 

 

Whereas, in addition to encouraging Americans to rediscover the Bible’s ‘priceless and timeless 

message,’ President Ronald Reagan’s 1983 Year of the Bible Proclamation stated, ‘Of the many 

influences that have shaped the United States into a distinctive nation and people, none may be said to 

be more fundamental and enduring than the Bible’; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MATTHEW G. BEVIN, Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, do hereby 

proclaim 2017 the 

                                  YEAR OF THE BIBLE                                                                                                                   

                                                                                             DONE AT THE CAPITOL, in the City of Frankfort the                               

                                                                                             21st day of December, in the Year of Our Lord Two   

                                                                                             Thousand Sixteen and in the 225th year of the   

                                                                                             Commonwealth. 

                                                                                             ___________________________________ 

                                                                                             MATTHEW G.BEVIN 


